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Among the less familiar names at the
bottom of the ballot paper was that of a new
political party contesting its first-ever seat in
UK elections. In the boroughs of Lambeth
and Southwark, Jasmijn de Boo stood on
behalf of Animals Count, a party
campaigning exclusively on a range of
animal welfare issues.

A new party with no public profile and a
minimal campaign budget must always
enter such a contest with modest ambitions
and so Jasmijn and her supporters were
more than satisfied to receive 1828 votes
and finish above the long-established
Socialist party and hard on the heels of the
English Democrat candidate.

Jasmijn knew that under the ‘first past the
post’ system there was no possibility of her
party breaking the political mould. Instead,
it was testing the water for next year’s

European elections in which proportional
representation does give the smaller parties
a fighting chance.

Gathering momentum
Although candidates concerned with
specific animal welfare issues such as
experimentation have stood before in the
UK, Animals Count is the first group to
publish a manifesto setting out policies
intended to improve the welfare of
companion, farm and wild animals, as well
as laboratory animals. The party is an
offshoot of the Party for the Animals in
Jasmijn’s native country of the Netherlands,
which has been described as the fastest
growing political party in Europe.

Established in 2002 by the lawyer and
anti-fur industry campaigner, Marianne
Thieme, it already has two MPs in the
Dutch parliament, one senator in the Upper
House and nine representatives in
provincial assemblies. Parties with similar
goals have also emerged in a number of
other countries, including Spain, France,
Canada and Australia.

In the London elections, the party
concentrated on companion animal issues
and offered a number of policies of direct
interest to the veterinary profession.

Vets involved
Andrew Knight is an Australian-trained
practitioner based in east London and the
party’s co-founder and president. “We think
that a concern for animal welfare is
something felt by a large proportion of the
population. It is a pretty mainstream
sentiment and that is poorly reflected in the
policies of the mainstream parties. By
demonstrating the extent of public support
for animals, we think we can encourage
other parties to address these issues.”

Although Andrew is the veterinarian most
prominently involved in the organisation, he
says there are many other members of the
profession who support its aims. These
latter include the appointment of animal
protection officers by each local authority to
take some of the pressure off the animal
welfare charities in dealing with unwanted
pets.

The party also proposes an annual

licensing system under which pet owners
would be required to demonstrate an
understanding of their animal’s welfare
needs and would be backed up with an
annual veterinary inspection. Animals Count
is also proposing a basic ‘National Health
Service’ to encourage pet owners to seek
prompt veterinary attention for their
animals.

European goal
Funding permitting, the party will field
candidates in the European elections, and
will highlight the welfare deficiencies of an
agricultural policy that consumes a
disproportionate amount of the EU budget.
As a political party Jasmijn hopes Animals
Count will be able to exert a more direct
influence on the shaping of animal welfare
policy than lobbying organisations such as
the RSPCA and the BVA Animal Welfare
Foundation, although these would be
natural allies on a lot of issues.

But Jasmijn is keen to distance herself
from the more extreme end of the animal
welfare movement. “We are a legal
organisation and we propose reform by
legal means. Nonetheless I can understand
the sense of disappointment and frustration
that many people feel when politicians
make promises that they do not keep about
animal issues – such as Labour’s proposal in
1997 to hold an inquiry into animal
experimentation, but which never
materialised. There are people who feel that
the political process doesn’t seem to work
and we want to change that.”

Taking welfare into politics
BORIS VERSUS KEN was the focus of national media attention during the London elections in May, but an equally
intriguing political battle was going on at the same time for election to the local assembly, writes John Bonner.

Anisha qualified as a veterinary
surgeon from the University of
Liverpool in 2007. She enjoys
meeting and treating animals,
both in a Lincolnshire practice
and around the globe, has a
passion for animal welfare and
good food, and plays a rather
bad guitar.

Anisha will be tackling some
of her own questions in a series
of articles in Veterinary Review
during the coming months.

often overrides through acceptance
of ‘the norm’ and the machinations
of human politics.

Surely if we are so civilised and
empathic as a race and as veterinary
professionals, why are we not
considering more in their own right
the species with which we co-exist.

Jasmijn de Boo and Andrew Knight
take up a seat near Parliament.


